
Amanda Bergmann is a Clerk Specialist II with Pinellas County
Schools, where she has worked for the past year. Amanda's
world centers on her twin daughters, and she leads with
resilience, gratitude, and hope. Rylee and Hannah, both 12, are
creative young ladies who bring joy and light. Both girls play
volleyball in a league and share a deep love for music. 

In February 2022, Amanda's world turned upside down when a
routine walk-in clinic visit led to a diagnosis of blood cancer, a
form of leukemia called Myelodysplastic Syndrome (MDS).
After 12 rounds of chemotherapy and a bone marrow
transplant, Amanda spent months in isolation, unable to be near
her daughters due to her compromised immune system. She
has been in remission for three years and continues to be
cared for by the wonderful staff at Moffitt Cancer Center,
though she still manages ongoing complications from
treatment. The family currently lives in a second floor
apartment where navigating the stairs has become difficult, and
they are cramped for space.

When Amanda learned she was accepted into the Habitat
program, she was overwhelmed. "I'm still trying to process that
my girls and I will actually have a place to call home," she
shares. For Amanda, a Habitat home means stability, safety,
and a place to fully recover in the ways she needs. She looks
forward to decorating and planting a garden with her girls,
hosting holidays, and giving them a place to ride bikes and have
friends over. "My dream has always been to give my girls a
place to call home," she says. Through every challenge,
Amanda and her daughters remain a resilient, optimistic team.
"Even with all this trauma, we are optimistic for our future."
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